1. OUR HOME LAND – TRANSDNIESTRIA

Our region was established as a separate country in September 1990, so September 2nd is celebrated as Independence Day. The official name of the state is the Pridniestrovian Moldovan Republic, or Pridniestrovie in short. In Europe this country is known as Transdniestria. 
Pridniestrovie is situated along the river Dniester and borders on Moldova and the Ukraine. Its territory is about 10.000 square kilometres. The population is more than 700.000 people of more than 40 nationalities. Moldavians, Russians, Ukrainians, Bulgarians, Gagauzes have been living here side by side for many years.
Tiraspol is the industrial, scientific and cultural centre of the republic. Other large towns are Bendery, Rybnitsa and Dubossary.
The republic stretches along the Dniester for hundreds of kilometres. The river is a wonderful waterway to the Black Sea. Its banks are very picturesque. The river is navigable all the year round and it is good for boating and rowing competitions. 

Thanks to mild winters and sunshine all the year round, our country has been called the Sunny Land. People come here in summer to enjoy their vacations.
Pridniestrovie is a developed industrial and agricultural region. It produces electric motors, transformers, cable, modern furniture, various kinds of tinned food, lots of which are exported to different countries in the world. Many branches of light industry are also highly developed. Winemaking has a long-standing tradition. Our wines and brandies are of superior quality. 

Pridniestrovie is a land of vast fields, plantations, large orchards and vineyards. This land gives rich harvests of apples, peaches, grapes, tomatoes and many other kinds of fruit and vegetables. Also there are many cattle and poultry farms.
The main mineral wealth is limestone, which is used for building. There are deposits of quarry stone for road-laying, sands and potter’s clay.
The people of Pridniestrovie are looking forward to the official acknowledgement of their republic in the nearest future. 

to establish [is′tæbli∫]
здесь: утверждать
to stretch  [stret∫]
простираться
branch  [bra:nt∫]
здесь: отрасль
superior [sju′piəriə]
превосходный
quality [′kwoliti]
качество
vast [va:st]
обширный, просторный
orchard [′o:t∫əd]
фруктовый сад
vineyard [′vinjəd]
виноградник
poultry [′poultri]
домашняя птица
limestone [′laimstoun]
известняк
deposit [di′pozit]
здесь: залежи
quarry [′kwori]
каменоломня
potter’s clay [′potəz ′klei]
гончарная глина
acknowledgement [ək′noliʤmənt] 
здесь: признание
Questions:
1.  When is Independence Day celebrated in Pridniestrovie?

2.  Where is Pridniestrovie situated?

3.  How old is our republic?

4. What countries does it border on?

5. What large cities in Pridniestrovie do you know?

6. What goods does it produce?

7. Why is it called the Sunny Land?

8. Do you like to rest in the forests and on the beaches?

9. What do people grow in the fields and plantations?

2. COUNTRY LIFE AND CITY LIFE


People live in different places: settlements, villages, towns and cities. Some people spend their whole life in the same place. Others prefer to move from one place to another.

There are a lot of advantages that attract people to towns and cities. In the city you have a lot of opportunities to find a well-paid, interesting job, because there are many factories, plants, companies. In the city there are many places where you can get a good education or training for a career: schools, high schools, colleges, universities. 


Besides, people prefer to live in houses with all modern conveniences such as central heating, gas, cold and hot water. They make our life easier and more comfortable.


In the сity you can find many places to have a good time: museums, theatres, restaurants, cafés, dancing halls. People are more open-minded. They like to go out, make friends and never be cut off from them by bad weather. Life is never dull in the city, people always have something to do.

But cities are often overcrowded and noisy. The streets are full of traffic at any time of the day. It is impossible to enjoy peace and privacy. The ecological situation in many cities is rather dangerous. There are many crimes in cities, that’s why city life is stressful and dangerous.

Some people prefer to live in the country because there one can enjoy fresh air, beautiful nature and natural home grown farm products. Country life isn’t so noisy and stressful and much cheaper than in towns. People are friendly and helpful. Besides nowadays if you have money you can have all modern conveniences in your country house.


As for me I prefer to live in the city, but I like to rest in the country-side.

advantage [əd′va:ntiʤ] 
преимущество
to attract [ə′trækt]
привлекать
opportunity [ֽopə′tju:niti]
возможность
plant [pla:nt]
завод
convenience [kən′vi:njəns]
удобство
dull [d∧l]
скучный
overcrowded [ֽouvə′kraudid]
здесь: перенаселённый
privacy [′praivəsi]
здесь: уединение
stressful [′stresful]
напряжённый
1. What are the advantages of living in a modern city?

2. Do you think the disadvantages of living in the city are very serious?

3. What opportunities does living in the city offer?

4. What kinds of entertainment do cities offer?

5. Why do some people prefer the countryside to the city?

6. Is the countryside the best place to rest in?

7. Do you like being close to nature?

8. Where would you prefer to live?

3. MY PLANS FOR THE FUTURE
When you leave school you understand that the time to choose your future profession has come. It’s not an easy task to make the right choice of a job. It is known that each school leaver has to make serious decisions.


It is a dilemma for the whole family. Fathers usually want their children to follow their footsteps. Mothers don’t want their sons and daughters to leave their native town. So they persuade kids to enter local colleges and universities.


But it’s extremely difficult for a person to solve this problem. On the one hand young people want to acquire knowledge, develop their skills. On the other hand it is not easy to make yourself study hard for many years. In addition they want to earn as much money as possible. Each young man would like to set up a flourishing business.

To make the right choice you should consider your character and abilities. To become a good doctor you must be patient, caring and kind. The teacher’s work requires love for children, good knowledge of subjects and the ability to explain. The detective’s job is very stressful. He must be brave, just, clever and strong.


As for me, after finishing secondary school I shall go on with my education. I decided to become a manager (economist, doctor, etc.). This profession is in great demand now. I consider this profession to be interesting and necessary. To become a good … one must be (patient, diligent, …) I am going to enter …. I believe I have all the necessary qualities to make an excellent … I shall have to develop … I’ll do my best to become a good specialist in my chosen field.
school leaver [′sku:l ′li:və]
выпускник

decision [di′siƺn]
решение
dilemma [di′lemə]
дилемма, проблема выбора

footstep [′futstep]
след, здесь в переносном значении: по стопам

to persuade [pə′sweid]
уговорить
to solve [solv]
решить
to acquire [ə′kwaiə]
приобретать
flourishing [′fl∧ri∫iŋ]
цветущий
patient [′pei∫nt]
терпеливый
caring [′kɛəriŋ]
заботливый
to require [ri′kwaiə]
требовать
just [′ʤ∧st]
справедливый
demand [di′ma:nd]
здесь: спрос
Questions:
1) Have you decided on your career?

2) When did you begin making plans for the future?

3) When were you able to give a definite answer about your future profession?

4) Did anybody influence you in making your choice?

5) What kind of character must a good teacher (doctor, detective) have?

6) What other jobs did you think of?

7) In what jobs is the knowledge of a foreign language necessary?

8) Have you got computer skills?

9) Would you rather have a dull well-paid job or an interesting but poorly-paid one?

4. PROBLEMS OF YOUTH
It is said that the most wonderful period of our life is when we are teenagers. It seems that teenagers have no problems as they do not have to work, care about their families or have any duties. But it is not true, actually they have a lot of problems.

The youth of the 21st century face many problems. One of them is the generation gap. Every generation has its own ideals and a set of values. Adults always complain that the young are not what they were. They always teach the young how to live. But the young prefer to make their own mistakes rather than to listen to adults. Today the young are better educated. They grow up more quickly and they want to live their own life. Parents do not remember that making mistakes is the best way of learning.

The second problem is school. Young people have to learn a lot. Teachers sometimes do not understand that one cannot learn only, one should also have some spare time for fun and entertainment. School is very important, but it is impossible to learn all the time, especially if every teacher considers his subject to be the most important one.


The problem of love is very important for the young. But young people are not always ready to have stable relations. Their feelings are strong, but they are not so patient and tolerant to their beloved and friends.

Teenagers always try very hard to be accepted by their friends. It is really very important for them, so they wear strange clothes that are fashionable in the company they keep but may seem terrible to their parents. 


There are many other vital problems such as drug abuse, AIDS, alcohol addiction and crime.


As for me the most serious problem now is to get a good education and enter the university I’ve chosen.
generation gap [′ʤenerei∫n ′gæp]
проблема поколений
value [′vælju]
ценность
adult [′æd∧lt]
взрослый
to complain [kəm′plein]
жаловаться
entertainment [ֽentə′teinmənt]
развлечение
stable [steibl]
стабильный
patient [′pei∫nt]

терпеливый
tolerant [′tolərənt]
терпимый
to accept [ək′sept]
принимать
fashionable [′fæ∫ənəbl]
модный
vital [vaitl]
жизненно важный
drug abuse [′dr∧g ə′bju:s]
наркотическая привязанность
addiction [ə′dik∫n]
пристрастие, привязанность
crime [kraim]
преступление
Questions:
1) Do you agree that the teen age is the most wonderful period of your life?

2) What is a generation gap?

3) Do you feel that your parents understand/misunderstand you?

4) Do you think that relations with one’s parents is a serious problem?

5) Do you have enough free time?

6) How important is studying at school for you?

7) Is it easy to have steady relationship with your boyfriend/girlfriend?

8) Why is drug abuse considered to be a serious problem?

9) What makes some young people turn to crime?

10) What do you think is the most important problem among your friends?

5. SPORTS AND HEALTH


Everybody wants to be healthy and happy, though there are few people who really lead a healthy way of life. 


Nowadays people eat too much, they become obese, and obesity leads to heart diseases, diabetes and other serious illnesses. We shouldn’t eat too much fast food instead of eating more fruit and vegetables. We shouldn’t smoke. Smoking and drinking shorten our lives.

Lack of exercise is another serious problem. We spend hours sitting in front of our computers and TV sets. Few of us do morning exercises. If we want to be healthy and strong, more organized and better disciplined, we should go in for sports.


Many people all over the world are fond of sports and games. They go in for skating, skiing, gymnastics, athletics, rowing, tennis, bodybuilding and others. All necessary facilities are provided for them: stadiums, sport grounds, swimming-pools, skating-rinks, football fields.


Sport is paid much attention to in our schools and colleges. Gymnastics is a part of children’s daily activities in kindergartens. Physical culture is a compulsory subject at schools and colleges.


There are many sportsmen who go in for sports professionally. They take part in sports competitions and sports events. Professional sport is also paid much attention to in our country. There are different sporting societies, clubs and complexes. 

Still there are people who just watch sports games on TV or at the stadiums. They say that they are interested in sports, but that only means that they like to discuss the latest sport events.
We distinguish between winter and summer sports. Skiing, ice hockey, figure skating attract many people in winter. In summer everybody plays different ball games, such as football, volleyball, basketball. Popular indoor games include billiards, chess, table tennis and darts.

Practically all kinds of sports are popular in our country, but football, gymnastics and tennis enjoy the greatest popularity. As for me I go in for table tennis. It takes mobility, liveliness and much energy. It keeps me fit. I have been playing tennis for five years, but the more I play, the more I like it. I enjoy taking part in competitions or simply playing with my friends in our spare time. 
obese [ou′bi:s] тучный, полный; obesity [ou′bi:siti] тучность
disease [di′zi:z]
болезнь
diabetes [daiə′bi:ti:z]
диабет
lack [læk]
недостаток, недостача

rowing [rouiŋ]
гребля

facilities [fə′silitiz]
удобства

to provide [prə′vaid]
обеспечивать, предоставлять

compulsory [kəm′p∧lsəri]
обязательный

society [sə′saiəti]
общество

liveliness [′laivlinəs]
живость, подвижность

to keep fit
сохранять спортивную форму

Questions:
1) What does a healthy way of life mean?

2) Why is it important to keep fit?

3) Do you feel tired after sitting at your homework for a long time? What do you do to get some rest?

4) Do you smoke? Eat too much fast food? Do morning exercises?

5) Is sport popular with your friends?

6) Are you active at your Physical Training lessons?

7) What kind of sport do you go in for?

8) How long have you been going in for it?

9) What other kinds of sports would you go in for if you had time?

10) Have you won at sport competitions?

6. TRAVELLING
Millions of people all over the world spend their holidays travelling. They travel to see other countries and continents, cities and villages, they travel to enjoy picturesque places, or just for a change of scene. It’s always interesting to discover new things, different ways of life, meet different people, try different food, listen to different musical rhythms.


Those who live in the country like to go to a big city and spend their time visiting museums and art galleries, looking at shop windows and dining at exotic restaurants. Those who live in cities usually like a quiet holiday by the sea or in the mountains, with nothing to do but walk, bathe and laze in the sun.


Most travellers and holiday-makers take a camera with them and take pictures of everything that interests them – the sights of a city, old churches and castles, views of mountains, lakes, valleys, plains, waterfalls, forests; different kinds of trees, flowers and plants, animals and birds.


People travel by train, by plane, by boat and by car.

Every means of travelling has its advantages and disadvantages. If you want to get somewhere quick you decide to fly. It is not very comfortable or entertaining, but it certainly is the fastest way. On the other hand, when you go by train, you can enjoy the views of the country, sleep, read books or talk with your friends. But those who really want to see and know the country better should travel by car. You can drive and stop where you like. There are people who prefer sea voyages.
If we are fond of travelling, we see and learn a lot of things that we can never see or learn at home, though we may read about them in books and newspapers and see them on TV. The best way to study geography is to travel, and the best way to get to know and understand people is to meet them in their own homes.

picturesque [ֽpikt∫ə′resk]
живописный
rhythm [′riðm]
ритм
to laze [leiz]
лениться, лежать в ленивой позе
castle [ka:sl]
зáмок
advantage [əd′va:ntiʤ] преимущество; disadvantage [ֽdisəd′va:ntiʤ] недостаток
Questions:
1) Are you fond of travelling?

2) Why do people travel?

3) Why do people take a camera with them?

4) What do you usually photograph when you are travelling?

5) What do we see and learn while travelling?

6) Do you agree that travelling broadens our minds?

7) How do different people spend their holidays?

8) What means of travelling do you prefer? Why? What are its advantages and disadvantages?

9) What places have you been to?

10) What countries would you like to visit?

7. PROBLEMS OF ECOLOGY

In the past man lived in a greater harmony with his environment because industry was not much developed. Today the situation is quite different. Our planet is in serious danger. Air, water, land pollution, radiation, acid rains, global warming, greenhouse effect are some of the problems that threaten human life on the Earth.

People all over the world are worried about harmful effects of civilization on nature. Big cities pour their waste into rivers and seas. The waste from factories, plants, electric power stations is very dangerous. Much of this waste goes into the air, land and water. Fish dies in the rivers, lakes and seas, forest trees and wild animals die too. Every ten minutes one kind of animal, plant or insect dies out for ever. 

An even greater threat are nuclear power stations. The consequences of the Chernobyl disaster are tragic: large territories are poisoned and no longer suitable for living. A lot of people died and are still dying.


People al over the world demand urgent actions to protect nature. They call to fight all kinds of pollution. Factories and plants must be removed away from cities. Purifying systems for cleaning harmful waste must be used everywhere. We must plant trees and take care of them. We must not litter our surroundings.


The Earth is our home. Our duty is to preserve it carefully for ourselves and for future generations.

environment [in′vaiərənmənt]
окружение
pollution [pə′lu:∫n]
загрязнение
threat [θret] угроза
threaten [θretn] угрожать
harmful [′ha:mful]
вредный
waste [weist]
отбросы
insect [′insekt]
насекомое
consequence [′konsikwəns]
последствие
disaster [di′za:stə]
несчастье, здесь: авария
poison [′poizn]
яд, отравлять
suitable [′sju:təbl]
подходящий
to demand [di′ma:nd]
требовать
urgent [′ə:ʤnt]
срочный
to remove [ri′mu:v]
убирать, удалять
purifying [′pjuərifaiiŋ]
очистительный
litter [′litə]
мусор, мусорить
surroundings [sə′raundiŋz]
окружение
to preserve [pri′zə:v]
сохранять
generation [ֽʤenə′rei∫n]
поколение
Questions:
1) Was nature in danger in the past? Why?

2) What problems are the people of the Earth facing nowadays?

3) What is the main cause of these problems?

4) How is nature polluted by industrial waste?

5) Is there a real threat of animals and plants dying out?

6) In what way are nuclear power stations dangerous?

7) How can we stop pollution?

8) Do you think it is possible to solve this problem in the nearest future?

8. OUTSTANDING PEOPLE OF THIS COUNTRY

L.S. BERG (1876 – 1950)

There are many outstanding people who were born, lived and worked in our country. One can remember such famous names as Zelinsky, a chemist, Shestakov, a pilot (one of the streets in Bendery is named after him), Fyodorov and Berg, academicians.


Leo Berg was born in Bendery in 1876 in the family of a notary. The house where his family lived can still be found in Moskovskaya Street. It has a memorial board on it. At the age of nine he was sent to the 2nd Humanitarian College in Kishinev where he excelled in studying natural sciences. Having finished the College with a gold medal he decided to go to Moscow to get higher education there. He passed his entrance examinations to Moscow University brilliantly. 

At the university he studied zoology and physical geography, and became especially interested in ichthyology, the study of fishes. He wrote his first scientific articles on different subjects while still a student.


After graduating from the university he went to the Aral Sea where he continued to study fishes. He was also interested in the nature of Middle Asia, its deserts and mountains. After that he travelled all over the country, to the North and the South, spending many years in his studies of Lake Baikal, the rivers and lakes of Siberia and the climate in different parts of the country. 

He published many scientific works such as “Animal Life”, “Climate and Life”, “Fresh Water Fishes”, “The Geographical Zones of the USSR”. He became a professor and an academician and taught at St. Petersburg University. His lectures made up a textbook for students, “The Nature of the USSR”. He was a scientist of a wide range, famous for his work in ichthyology, hydrology, geography. For his outstanding scientific achievements he was awarded several medals, 2 Orders of Red Banner of Labour and the State Prize. 

L.S. Berg died in 1950.

notary [′noutəri]
нотариус
excel [ik′sel]
отличаться, превосходить

brilliantly [′briliəntli]
ярко, демонстрируя блестящие способности

ichthyology [ֽikθi′oləʤi]
ихтиология
desert [′dezət]
пустыня

range [reinʤ]
диапазон

hydrology [hai′droləʤi]
гидрология

achievement [ə′t∫i:vmənt]
достижение

Questions:
1) What streets in Bendery are named after famous people?

2) What part of the town was Berg born in?

3) What subjects was he good at at college?

4) Where did he go to get higher education?

5) Was he an active student?

6) Did he travel a lot?

7) What places of the former USSR did he work in?

8) What was the subject matter of his books?

9) What was he awarded with?

9. OUTSTANDING PEOPLE OF GREAT BRITAIN

Great Britain made a great contribution to the science, literature, music and arts of the world. It gave mankind a lot of outstanding scientists, writers and poets, musicians and painters.


Thomas More, who lived in the 15th century was an outstanding humanist, scientist and statesman. His work “Utopia” brought him world-wide acknowledgement. Many prominent people were influenced by his ideas of a free democratic state described in “Utopia”.

William Shakespeare is one of the most famous writers in the world. His plays “Romeo and Juliet”, “Hamlet, Prince of Denmark”, “King Lear”, “Macbeth” were translated into almost every language and staged in every theatre. He described characters and feelings that can be called international and living forever.


Daniel Defoe, Robert Burns, Sir Walter Scott, Charles Dickens, Lewis Carroll are only a few names well-known all over the world.


William Hogarth, Sir Joshua Reynolds, Thomas Gainsborough, John Constable contributed to the world’s painting treasures.


Great Britain has also given the world many outstanding scientists. Alexander Fleming, the discoverer of penicillin, was born in Scotland. He spent his working hours in hospitals and laboratories. His discovery of penicillin did much to help people. 


Ernest Rutherford, a famous English physicist, worked in the field of radioactivity. He was one of the founders of the atomic theory of physics and creators of the first atomic model.


Michael Faraday made his major discovery in the field of electricity – the electromagnetic induction. Although he was famous, Faraday remained a modest man and refused high titles.


All of them considered hard labour and love for mankind to be the main reason of their success.
contribution [ֽkontri′bju:∫n]
вклад
mankind [mæn′kaind]
человечество

statesman [′steitsmən]
политик, государственный муж

acknowledgement [ək′noliʤmənt]
признание

prominent [′prominənt]
выдающийся

to influence [′influəns]
влиять
treasure [′treƺə]
сокровище
penicillin [ֽpeni′silin]
пенициллин
physicist [′fizisist]
физик
creator [kri′eitə]
творец, автор труда, изобретения
Thomas More [′toməs ′mo:] Томас Мор (1478-1535), английский мыслитель-гуманист
Utopia [ju:′toupjə] «Утопия» (1516), название романа Томаса Мора, ставшее нарицательным
William Shakespeare [′wiljəm ′∫eikspiə] Уильям Шейкспир
Romeo and Juliet [′roumiou ən′ʤuliət] «Ромео и Джульетта»
Hamlet, Prince of Denmark [′hæmlit ′prinsəv ′denma:k] «Гамлет, принц датский»
King Lear [′kiŋ ′liə] «Король Лир»
Macbeth [mək′beθ] «Макбет»
Daniel Defoe [′dæniəl di′fou] Даниэль Дефо, писатель, автор «Робинзона Крузо»
Robert Burns [′robət ′bə:nz] Роберт Бернс, известный шотландский поэт
Sir Walter Scott [′sə ′woltə ′skot] сэр Уолтер Скотт, автор ряда исторических романов
Charles Dickens [′t∫a:lz ′dikins] Чарлз Диккенс, писатель
Lewis Carroll [′luis ′kærəl] Льюис Кэррол, автор «Алисы в стране чудес»
William Hogarth [′wiljəm ′houga:θ] Уильям Хогарт, художник-сатирик
Sir Joshua Reynolds [′sə ′ʤo∫wə ′renldz] сэр Джошуа Рейнолдс
Thomas Gainsborough [′toməs ′geinzbərə] Томас Гейнсборо
John Constable [′ʤon ′k∧nstəbl] Джон Констебл, известный пейзажист
Alexander Fleming [ֽælig′za:ndə ′flemiŋ] Александр Флеминг
Ernest Rutherford [′ə:nist ′r∧ðəfəd] Эрнст Разерфорд
Michael Faraday [′maikl ′færədi] Майкл Фарадей (Фэреди)
Questions:
1) Have you read any plays by Shakespeare?

2) Why is Shakespeare a world-famous writer?

3) What famous British writers (besides those mentioned in the topic) do you know?

4) What British writers wrote children’s books?

5) What outstanding British painters can you name?

6) What did Alexander Fleming discover?

7) What field of science did Rutherford work in?

8) Can you name any modern British actors? Musicians? Film producers?
20. AGATHA CHRISTIE (1890 – 1976)

Agatha Christie is known all over the world as the Queen of Crime. She wrote 78 detective novels, 19 plays and 6 romantic novels under the name Mary Westmacott. Her books have been translated into one hundred and three foreign languages. She is the third best-selling author in the world after Shakespeare and the Bible. Many of her novels and short stories have been filmed. The Mousetrap, her most famous play, is now the longest running play in history.


Agatha Christie was born in Devonshire. She was educated at home and took piano lessons in Paris. She began writing during the First World War. Her first novel, The Mysterious Affair At Styles, was published in 1920. That was the first appearance of Hercule Poirot, who became one of the most popular private detectives since Sherlock Holmes. He amazes everyone by his powerful intellect and his brilliant solutions to the most complicated crimes.

Agatha Christie became famous in 1926, after the publication of her novel The Murder of Roger Ackroyd. It’s still considered her masterpiece. 


When Agatha Christie got tired of Hercule Poirot she invented Miss Marple, a mild but clever old lady with her own method of investigation. 


Agatha Christie’s success with millions of readers lies in her ability to combine clever plots with excellent character drawing, and a keen sense of humour with great powers of observation. Her plots always mislead the reader and keep him guessing who the criminal is until the last chapter. 

For her literary achievements Agatha Christie received the highest Britain’s award, the medal of the Member of the British Empire. 

crime [kraim]
преступление

to amaze [ə′meiz]
поражать, удивлять

solution [sə′lu:∫n]
решение, разгадка

mild [maild]
мягкий, здесь: безобидный

investigation [inֽvesti′gei∫n]
расследование
ability [ə′biliti]
способность

keen [ki:n]
острый

sense [sens]
чувство

to mislead [mis′li:d]
сбивать с толку
to guess [ges]
догадываться

achievement [ə′t∫i:vmənt]
достижение

empire [′empaiə]
империя

Agatha Christie [′ægəθə ′kristi] Агата Кристи, известная британская писательница
The Mousetrap [′maustræp] «Мышеловка» (1952), её знаменитая пьеса, до сих пор идущая на сцене
The Mysterious Affair At Styles [ðəmis′tiəriəs ə′fɛərət ′stailz] «Таинственное дело в Стайлз» (1920)
Hercule Poirot [′ə:kju:l ′pwa:ro] Эркюль Пуаро, персонаж Агаты Кристи, главное действующее лицо 33 романов и ряда рассказов
Sherlock Holmes [′∫ə:lək ′houmz] Шерлок Холмс, персонаж произведений британского писателя сэра Артура Конан Дойла
The Murder of Roger Ackroyd [ðə′mə:dərəf ′roʤər′ækroid] «Убийство Роджера Экройда» (1926), самый известный роман Агаты Кристи
Miss Marple [mis ′ma:pl] мисс Джейн Марпл, персонаж Агаты Кристи, главное действующее лицо 12 романов и ряда рассказов
Questions:
1) Do you have any books by Agatha Christie in your home library?

2) Have you read any of her books? Which one did you like best?

3) When did she start her writing career?

4) What well-known detectives did she create?

5) What makes her books so famous all over the world?

6) Have you seen any films made from her novels?

7) Do you know people who are Agatha Christie fans?

8) Do you remember the plot of The Mousetrap?

10. MASS MEDIA IN THE MODERN WORLD

The role of mass media in the life of the present-day society is great. They have become a daily necessity with people. Mass media report about various aspects of life, form and affect public opinion. Mass media consist of press, radio, TV and the Internet.


The Internet was created in 1983. Since that time it has grown into a commercial and popular medium. By the mid-nineties the Internet connected millions of people throughout the world.

The earliest kind of mass media was the newspaper. The first newspaper appeared in Rome in 59 BC. Magazines appeared in the 17th century. Newspapers can present and comment on the news in much detail in comparison to radio and TV. 


Magazines do not focus on daily events that change quickly. They provide an analysis of current events.


Television is the most exciting and entertaining kind of mass media. Now it is one of the most important means of communication. It brings moving pictures and sound to people’s homes.


Radio is widespread too. People like listening to the radio in the country - on the beach or picnics, or when driving. We listen to the latest news, some interesting programme or just music.

Mass media are one of the most characteristic features of modern civilization. People are united into one global community with the help of mass media.

necessity [ni′sesiti]
необходимость, здесь: потребность
to affect [ə′fekt]
влиять
throughout [θru′aut]
по всей территории, повсюду
to focus [′foukəs]
фокусироваться, концентрироваться
to provide [prə′vaid]
обеспечивать, предоставлять 
current [′k∧rənt]
текущий
event [i′vent]
событие
widespread [′waidspred]
широко распространённый
feature [′fi:t∫ə]
черта
Questions:
1) Do the media play an important part in your life?

2) How much do you think the media influence our life?

3) Millions of people get most of the news from television. What about you?

4) Do you read newspapers often?

5) Are you interested in general news or detailed analyses?

6) When do you usually listen to the radio?

7) What kind of news do you think the media should give us?

8) What is the main advantage of the Internet?

11. MY SPARE TIME

People spend their spare time in different ways. There are those who like to watch TV for hours. Some people enjoy spending their free time with friends going out or just talking together. I believe that the best way to spend one’s spare time is to take up some interesting hobby. Hobbies differ like tastes. If you have chosen a hobby according to your character and taste you are lucky because your life becomes more interesting.


Hobbies are divided into four large classes: doing things, making things, collecting things and learning things.


The most popular of all hobby groups is doing things. It includes a wide variety of activities from gardening to travelling and from chess to volleyball.


Gardening is one of the oldest of man’s hobbies. It’s a well-known fact that the English are very fond of gardening and growing flowers.


Both grown-ups and children are fond of playing different computer games. This is a relatively new hobby but it’s becoming more and more popular.


Making things includes drawing, painting, making sculpture, designing costumes, handicrafts. Some hobbyists write music or play musical instruments.


Almost everyone collects something at some period in his life: stamps, coins, matchboxes, books, records, postcards, toys, watches. Some collections have no real value. Others become so large and so valuable that they are housed in museums and galleries. People with a good deal of money often collect paintings, rare books and other art objects. Such private collections are often given to museums, libraries and public galleries so that others might take pleasure in seeing them.


In my opinion hobby is the best way of spending one’s free time because no matter what kind of hobby a person has, he always has the opportunity of learning from it. So hobby is a very useful thing to do in your spare time.

to take up
заняться
according to [ə′ko:diŋtə]
в соответствии с
to include [in′klu:d]
включать
variety [və′raieti]
разнообразие
relatively [′relətivli]
относительно
sculpture [′sk∧lpt∫ə]
скульптура
design [di′zain]
дизайн, оформление
value [′vælju:]
ценность
rare [rɛə]
редкий
no matter
не важно, независимо
opportunity [ֽopə′tju:niti]
возможность
Questions:
1) How do you prefer to spend your spare time?

2) Do you have much spare time?

3) Have you chosen a hobby according to your character and taste?

4) What kinds of hobby do you know?

5) What kind of activities does the “doing things” group include?

6) Do you like computer games?

7) Are you fond of making things?

8) Have you ever collected anything?

9) What can be collected?

10) Do you agree that learning can be the most exciting thing in a hobby? Why?

12. INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION

The establishment of international organizations is a 20th-century phenomenon. Nowadays there are more than 2,500 international organizations. Among them there are more than 130 inter-governmental unions. The United Nations Organization is the most well-known. Other important organizations are the European Economic Community, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance. 
The creation of international organizations in the 20th century is the sign of the progress in the field of communication and the spread of industrialization. Some organizations are concerned only with narrow problems, while others, such as the United Nations and the UNESCO, deal with a great variety of matters. 


The European Union was established on November 1, 1993, out of the European Community. The European Union is an organization of most of the West European states that works towards economic and political integration of these states. The European Union General Assembly meets once in four years. As a rule the European Union member states have regular annual meetings. The International Criminal Police Organization helps the police of 146 nations to co-operate in catching criminals. The UNESCO was founded in 1946. It promotes co-operation among its 158 members in education, science and culture. Greenpeace was founded in Vancouver, Canada, in 1971, by a small group opposed to nuclear weapons testing by the US military in Alaska. The group renamed itself Greenpeace. 30 years later after countless direct actions, Greenpeace continues to fight for nuclear disarmament. It fights against nuclear weapon testing, environmental pollution, and destructive practices in fishing, logging and other industries. The influence of international organizations is great. They deal with political, social and economic problems. They are concerned with problems of nature protection as well.The results of the activities of international organizations are important. They passed a number of resolutions and declarations. They are the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the right of nations to self-determination and many others.
establishment [is′tæbli∫mənt]
учреждение, основание
phenomenon [fi′nominən]
фенόмен, явление
spread [spred]
распространение
to be concerned [kən′sə:n]
быть заинтересованным
deal with
иметь дело с, разбираться с…
integration [ֽinti′grei∫n]
интеграция, объединение
annual [′ænjuəl]
ежегодный
promote [prə′mout]
здесь: способствовать
countless [′kauntlis]
бессчётный, многочисленный
environmental [inֽvaiərən′mentl]
относящийся к окружающей среде
destructive [dis′tr∧ktiv]
разрушительный, вредный
logging [′logiŋ]
заготовка леса
The United Nations Organization [ðiju′naitid ′nei∫nz ֽo:gənai′zei∫n]

The European Economic Community [ðiֽjuerə′pi:ən ikə′nomik kə′mju:niti]

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization [ði′no:θ ət′læntik ′tri:ti ֽo:gənai′zei∫n ]

The Council for Mutual Economic Assistance [ði′kaunsilfə ′mju:t∫uəl ikə′nomik ə′sistəns]
The UNESCO [ðiju′neskou]
The European Union [ðiֽjuerə′pi:ən ′ju:niən]
The European Community [ðiֽjuerə′pi:ən kə′mju:niti]
The General Assembly [ði′ʤenərəl ə′sembli]
The International Criminal Police Organization [ðiintə′næ∫ənəl ′kriminəl pə′li:s ֽo:gənai′zei∫n]
Greenpeace [′gri:npi:s]
Vancouver [væŋ′ku:və]
Canada [′kænədə]
Alaska [ə′læskə]
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights [ðijuni′və:səl ֽdeklə′rei∫nəv ′hju:mən ′raits]
Questions:
1) How long do international organizations exist?

2) Why do you think there are so many international organizations in the world?

3) What problems are they concerned with?

4) What is the major European organization? What do you know about it?
5) Can you name a few international organizations that you know?

6) What organization deals with international crime?

7) What is the origin of the name Greenpeace?

8) What does Greenpeace fight for?

9) Would you like to join an international organization?
10) What organization in your opinion is the most useful one?

13. YOUTH SUB-CULTURE

Culture is known to have many meanings. But on the whole there are three kinds of culture: elite culture, folk culture and popular culture. All of them are closely connected with one another. But today the life of many young people in the world is influenced by popular culture.

In their life style young people try to imitate images of their idols. Young sports and music fans follow their idols on their tours throughout the country and support them. Unfortunately they are intolerant to those who don’t share their views. It’s a specific aspect of the youth subculture.


Subculture is the culture of those who aren’t satisfied with their place in society. On the whole rockers, bikers, skinheads, hippies and punks are subcultures of politically and economically weak segments of the society. 
As usual it is difficult for young people to find their own style in culture or the right way of life at all. Some of them gather in gangs, discuss their problems, play the guitar and so on.

Hippies were popular back in the 60ies. They didn’t want to follow the ways of society and lived in groups apart from other people. They dressed in jeans and wore long hair. Most of them didn’t do any work but just hang around.

Punk was a very popular style in the 80ies. There were lots of young people dressed in black with spiky hair. They used to put glue on their hair to make it stand up. They also wore chains and spiked collars. It may have looked good on some people but it is not very nice to go around looking like that.

Bikers are still very active. They like to ride around on their motor-bikes which are usually brightly painted. Many of them just join in clubs and organize fun rides, but some are rather wild. Bikers prefer to wear leather jackets, cut gloves and leather boots that are decorated by chains and metallic buttons.

Many young people have other interests. They don’t depend on gangs and groups. For some of them getting knowledge is of primary importance. They are fond of reading serious books, listening to serious music. The others are engaged in hi-tech and serf in the Internet.
meaning [′mi:niŋ]
значение
on the whole
в целом
élite [ei′li:t]
элитный
folk [fouk]
народный
closely [′klousli]
близко, тесно
to connect [kə′nekt]
соединять
to influence [′influəns]
влиять
to imitate [′imiteit]
подражать
throughout [θru′aut]

по всей территории, повсюду

to support [sə′po:t]
поддерживать
unfortunately [∧n′fo:t∫ənətli]
к сожалению
intolerant [in′tolərənt]
нетерпимый
to share [∫ɛə]
делить
specific [spi′sifik]
специфический, особенный
to be satisfied [′sætisfaid]
быть удовлетворёным, довольным
segment [′segmənt]
сегмент, часть
apart [ə′pa:t]
здесь: в отдалении
to hang around
болтаться без дела и цели, «зависать»
spiky [′spaiki]
заострённые
glue [glu:]
клей
chain [t∫ein]
цепь
collar [′kolə]
воротник, ошейник
leather [′leðə]
кожа, кожаный
primary [′praiməri]
основной
to be engaged in [in′geiʤd]
быть занятым
Questions:
1) What kinds of culture do you know?

2) Do you agree that young people are influenced by popular culture?

3) Whom do they try to imitate? Do you try to imitate anyone?

4) Why do you think some young people are intolerant to others?

5) Who becomes a follower of subculture?

6) Can you describe some trends popular with young people?

7) Do you belong to a group of young people who follow some subculture?

8) How do young people who want to get knowledge spend their time?

14. YOUTH AND UNEMPLOYMENT


Unemployment is the condition of one who is capable of working, actively seeking work, but unable to find it. Unemployment is the main cause of poverty. So all developed countries look upon employment as one of the most important questions for a person.


The problem of youth unemployment is important in this country too. The number of young people looking for jobs is constantly increasing. Young people want to find employment not only for the sake of earning money, but because they want to be independent from their parents. They understand that to find their place in society is their important task in life. Many young people have ambitions and they want to realize them.


School-leavers can be part-time workers, seasonal workers, day or casual workers. In general their employment is not welcomed. Very often preference is given to adult people who are more experienced. Governments work out social employment programmes that help all kinds of citizens to have a chance to be well-employed.


It is not easy to find a good job. It depends upon many different factors: the ability of the person, his qualification and education. But if one is persistent he will find the job he is looking for sooner or later. Unfortunatley not all the required professions are well-paid. But if a person tries to be the best in his chosen profession, he will find that people will want to pay him more in recognition of his abilities.


Unqualified jobs can be good for pupils or students. But if one wants to get a good job, make a career and achieve some status in life, one must continue one’s education.


Nowadays a good specialist is usually expected to know foreign languages, to be able to work on the computer, use electronic mail service and find the necessary information in the Internet. Most young people master these while still at school and sometimes are even better at it than older people. That helps them to feel more sure about their future.

unemployment [ֽ ∧nim′ploimənt]
безработица
condition [kən′di∫n]
условие
capable [′keipəbl]
способный
to seek [si:k]
искать
cause [ko:z]
причина
poverty [′povəti]
бедность
constantly [′konstəntli]
постоянно
to increase [in′kri:s]
увеличивать(ся)
for the sake of
ради
to earn [′ə:n]
зарабатывать
ambition [əm′bi∫n]
амбиции
to realize [riə′laiz]
здесь: реализовывать, осуществлять
in general [in′ʤenərəl]
в общем
adult [′æd∧lt]
взрослый
experienced [iks′piəriənst]
опытный
persistent [pə:′sistənt]
упорный
required [ri′kwaiəd]

требуемый
recognition [ֽrikəg′ni∫n]
признание
to expect [iks′pekt]
ожидать
to master [ma:stə]
овладеть
Questions:

1) What does the word unemployment mean?

2) Why is it important to get a good job?

3) Do you want to get a good job now? For what reasons?

4) Would you want a full-time job or a part-time one?

5) Would you do an unqualified job while you are studying at a university?

6) What knowledge is necessary to get a good job?

7) Do you think you have any qualifications for a job now?

8) Can you work on the computer?

9) Do you agree that education is necessary for getting a good job?

15. MUSIC IN OUR LIFE

Music is the most moving kind of art. It touches our hearts and makes us remember the best moments in our life. Music will always remain popular in every country. It’s just that different people listen to different kinds of music.

Music is so popular because it creates a special spiritual world for the listener which enriches his inner life and makes him happy. And it doesn’t matter much if you want to relax and feel calm with the help of music or, on the other hand, feel refreshed and energetic. In music you will find everything you want. 

Music gives us opportunities for our personal development. It also makes out taste better. 


Music can be classical and modern. Classical music is performed by symphonic orchestras in great halls. It is serious and requires good understanding. Works by Tchaikovsky, Chopin, Mozart and other great composers attract both the young and the old.

Most people prefer modern music. It can be heard on TV and radio. Young people in all countries of the world enjoy listening to rock, blues, pop, rap or techno. They collect CD’s, videos and posters of their idols. Some of them follow their idols in their tours to many places.


Many teenagers prefer the newest bands like “Linkin Park”, “Limp Bizkit” or “Evanescence”. They like to know every new band that is popular nowadays. Others go for alternative music, they listen to Bjork, “Black-Eyed Peas”. But some of them do not listen to modern music. They are fond of Elvis Presley, “The Beatles”, “Aerosmith”, “The Rolling Stones”, Elton John though music has changed since that time. 

The latest achievement in music production is a clip. Musical clips are short films accompanied by a song. It may be a short story or simply a great number of different images. People like to watch clips because it’s not just listening to music but also watching interesting things. 
I’m fond of music and like to listen to …. 
to move [mu:v] здесь: волновать; moving [mu:viŋ] волнующий
spiritual [spi′rit∫uəl]
духовный
enrich [in′rit∫]
обогащать
inner [′inə]
внутренний
refreshed [ri′fre∫t]
посвежевший, приободрившийся
opportunity [ֽopə′tju:niti]
возможность
to require [ri′kwaiə]

требовать
to attract [ə′trækt]
привлекать
Questions:
1) Why is music the most moving kind of art?

2) Do you agree that classical music attracts mainly middle-aged people?

3) What are modern styles in music? Which style do you prefer?

4) What is the most popular band with young people nowadays?

5) Where can you listen to your favourite music?

6) How often do you and your friends listen to music?

7) What kind of clips do you consider the most interesting ones?

8) Who are your favourite singers and performers?

9) What kind of music do other members of your family listen to?

16. ABOUT ART

Art has different forms: music, painting, sculpture, architecture, theatre, cinema. It’s impossible to find a person who doesn’t enjoy this or that form of art. Masterpieces have always inspired people and have been admired by them.


Though I’m not a great specialist in painting I know that it includes different genres: portrait painting, seascapes, landscapes and townscapes, still life. Many countries are proud of their famous artists. For example, Russian artists of the Itinerants group are famous all over the world – Vasily Perov, Ivan Kramskoy, Alexei Savrasov, Victor Vasnetsov, Isaak Levitan. The most prominent of British artists are: William Hogarth, Thomas Gainsborough, Joshua Reynolds, John Constable, Joseph Turner. 

Theatre has offered amusement and pleasure to people for many centuries. It is a magical place where man meets his image. We share the feelings from a good play with many other people and always feel better after that. Nowadays the theatre is competing with radio, cinema and television, but we remember that it is the father of the drama, and the best cinema actors owe their art to theatre performers. 

Old plays are still popular with theatre-lovers – ancient Greek, mediaeval plays are staged and discussed anew. New plays appear and become famous. Evgeny Grishkovets made a name for himself with his play “How I Ate a Dog”. In Great Britain Tom Stoppard writes “Rosencrantz And Guildenstern Are Dead” which presents a modern rendering of Shakespeare’s dramatical ideas.

To my mind the most popular art today is cinema. It only appeared one hundred years ago. The first films were very short (from 60 to 90 seconds), they had no sound or colour, but they were very popular. Gradually films became longer and started to tell stories. Edwin Porter, one of the first well-known directors, made the classic film “The Great Train Robbery”.


One of the first sound films, “The Jazz Singer”, was made by the “Warner Brothers” in 1927. The first colour films appeared on the screen in the 1930ies. Nowadays computer technology has become a powerful means of making films even more fascinating. Whole countries are enjoying films like “The Final Fantasy”.
sculpture [′sk∧lpt∫ə]
скульптура
architecture [′a:kitəkt∫ə]
архитектура
masterpiece [′ma:stəpi:s]
шедевр
to inspire [in′spaiə]
вдохновлять
to admire [əd′maiə]
восхищаться
genre [Ʒa:nr]
жанр
prominent [′prominənt]
выдающийся
amusement [ə′mju:zmənt]
развлечение
image [′imiʤ]
образ
to share [∫ɛə]
делить
to compete [kəm′pi:t]
соревноваться
to owe [ou]
быть должным
mediaeval [ֽmedi′i:vəl]
средневековый
rendering [′rendəriŋ]
трактовка
gradually [′grædjuəli]
постепенно
means [mi:nz]
средство
fascinating [′fæsineitiŋ]
очаровательный
The Itinerants [ai′tinərənts]
William Hogarth [′wiljəm ′houga:θ] 
Thomas Gainsborough [′toməs ′geinzbərə] 
Sir Joshua Reynolds [′sə ′ʤo∫wə ′renldz] 

John Constable [′ʤon ′k∧nstəbl] 

Joseph Turner [′ʤozif ′tə:nə]
Tom Stoppard [′tom ′stopəd]
Edwin Porter [′edwin ′po:tə]
“Warner Brothers” [′wo:nə ′br∧ðəz]
17. ENGLISH LITERATURE


English literature stands high in world literature. It has a long history and is divided into several periods.


William Shakespeare (1564-1616) outshines all the great writers of the English Renaissance. He was a wonderful poet, a great dramatist and humanist, psychologist and philosopher. He wrote historical plays, comedies, tragedies. “Hamlet” is one of Shakespeare’s greatest creations, it is also considered the hardest of his works to understand. Shakespeare had an observing mind, profound understanding of human nature. That is why his plays are still alive nowadays. And his wonderful sonnets are beloved by a lot of people.

You can hardly find a person who wouldn’t know Daniel Defoe and his novel “Robinson Crusoe” or Jonathan Swift and his book “Gulliver’s Travels”.

Robert Burns’ poems are very popular all over the world. He was the bard of freedom. Many of his poems were set to music (“A Red, Red Rose”). The ideas of liberty and equality in the poetry of the outstanding revolutionary romanticists George Gordon Byron and Percy Bysse Shelley attract freedom-loving people.

Sir Walter Scott, the father of the historical novel, is loved by many readers. His wonderful novel “Ivanhoe” is written with great skill. The English literature of the XIX century offers such prominent names as Charles Dickens, William Thackeray, the Brontё sisters. They represent critical realism. The greatness of their works lies in their profound humanism. The most widely-read of the XX century writers were Graham Green, Iris Murdoch, William Golding. Many of their novels were translated into Russian and are loved by Russian readers.

British detective stories are famous all over the world by the books of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Agatha Christie, who was called the Queen of Crime, and G.K. Chesterton.
to outshine [aut′∫ain]
здесь: превосходить
renaissance [ri′neisəns]
Ренессанс, возрождение
psychologist [sai′koləʤist]
психолог
creation [kri′ei∫n]
творение, создание
observing [əb′zə:viŋ]
внимательный
profound [prə′faund]
глубокий
liberty [′libəti]
свобода
equality [i′kwoliti]
равенство
to attract [ə′trækt]
привлекать
skill [skil]
умение
to represent [ֽrepri′zent]
представлять
William Shakespeare [′wiljəm ′∫eikspiə] Уильям Шейкспир
Hamlet, Prince of Denmark [′hæmlit ′prinsəv ′denma:k] «Гамлет, принц датский»

Daniel Defoe [′dæniəl di′fou] Даниэль Дефо 

Jonathan Swift [′ʤonəθən ′swift] Джонатан Свифт
Robert Burns [′robət ′bə:nz] Роберт Бернс, известный шотландский поэт

George Gordon Byron [′ʤo:ʤ ′go:dn ′baiərən] Джордж Гордон Байрон

Percy Bysse Shelley [′pə:si ′bi∫ ′∫eli] Перси Биш Шелли
Sir Walter Scott [′sə ′woltə ′skot] сэр Уолтер Скотт, автор ряда исторических романов

Ivanhoe [′aivənhou] «Айвенго»

Charles Dickens [′t∫a:lz ′dikins] Чарлз Диккенс, писатель

William Thackeray [′wiljəm ′θækəri] Уильям Мейкпис Теккерей
Brontё [′bronti] фамилия сестёр Бронте, Эмили, Шарлотты и Энн
Graham Green [′greiəm ′gri:n] Грэм Грин
Iris Murdoch [′airis ′mə:dək] Айрис Мердок
William Golding [′wiljəm ′gouldiŋ] Уильям Голдинг
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle [sə:′ra:θə ′kounən ′doil] сэр Артур Конан Дойл
Agatha Christie [′ægəθə ′kristi] Агата Кристи
G.K. Chesterton [′ʤi: ′kei ′t∫estətən] Гилберт Кит Честертон
Questions:
1) Who is the best-known English playwright?

2) What is Shakespeare’s most famous play?
3) Have you seen any of Shakespeare’s plays onstage?
4) Whose poems were made into songs that are still known nowadays?
5) Can you name any writers of the realist school of the XIX century?

6) What modern British authors do you know?
7) Are there any books by British authors in your home library?

8) Are you fond of detective stories? Who is your favourite detective writer?
9) Do you like Russian films after Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s stories?
17. AMERICAN LITERATURE


The beginning of Amercian literature was the first half of the XIX century, the period of romanticism. The most characteristic feature of romanticism is the great gap between reality and the ideal. One of the representatives of romanticism is Washington Irving (1783-1839). He was the father of the American short story. His famous tale “Rip Van Winkle” is considered to be the first American short story. 
James Fenimore Cooper (1789-1851) was the first American novelist to reflect the history of his country. His famous novels are “The Pioneers”. “The Pathfinder”, “The Last of the Mohicans”.

The second half of the XIX century in American literature is the period of critical realism. Mark Twain (1835-1910) enriched the American short story with native American humour. His greatest novels are “The Adventures of Tom Sawyer” and “The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn”. 


The beginning of the XX century gave new names to American literature. O’Henry contributed much to the American short story. He was the author of about 300 short stories. Theodore Dreiser (1871-1945) was a great writer and an outstanding publicist. His best novels are: “The Financier”, “The Titan”, “The Stoic”, “The American Tragedy”. Ernest Hemingway was a classic of American and world literature. He won the Nobel Prize. Among his best books are “The Sun Also Rises”, “A Farewell To Arms” and “For Whom The Bell Tolls”. Among the writers of the lost generation (the period after World War I) the most prominent were F. Scott Fitzgerald, Henry Miller, William Faulkner. Faulkner also won the Nobel Prize. 


The post war period gave rise to science fiction. It became serious literature as Americans became more and more concerned about the human impact of their advanced technological society. Ray Bradbury (“Martian Chronicles”), Isaac Asimov (“Foundation”), Kurt Vonnegut and Robert Heinlein portrayed future worlds with brilliant imagination.

romanticism [rə′mæntisizəm]
романтицизм
feature [′fi:t∫ə]
черта
gap [gæp]
разрыв
ideal [ai′diəl]
идеал
representative [ֽrepri′zentətiv]
представитель
to reflect [ri′flekt]
отражать
to contribute [kən′tribju:t]
вносить вклад
outstanding [aut′stændiŋ]
выдающийся
among [ə′m∧ŋ]
среди
generation [′ʤenerei∫n]
поколение
prominent [′prominənt]
выдающийся
science fiction [′saiəns ′fik∫n]
научная фантастика
to be concerned [kən′sə:nd]
быть заинтересованным
impact [′impækt]
воздействие
advanced [əd′va:nst]
продвинутый, развитый
technological [ֽteknə′loʤikl]
технологический
to portray [po:′trei]
изображать
imagination [iֽmæʤi′nei∫n]
воображение
Washington Irving [′wo∫iŋtən ′ə:viŋ]
“Rip Van Winkle” [′ripvən ′wiŋkl]
James Fenimore Cooper [′ʤeimz ′fenimə ′ku:pə]
“The Pioneers” [ֽpaiə′niə]
“The Pathfinder” [pa:ðfaində]
“The Last of the Mohicans” [ðə′la:stəvðə ′mouikənz]
Mark Twain [ma:k twein]
“The Adventures of Tom Sawyer” [ðiəd′vent∫əzəv ′tom ′s:jə]
“The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn” [ðiəd′vent∫əzəv ′h∧klbəri ′fin]
O’Henry [′ou ′henri]
Theodore Dreiser [′θiədə ′draizə]
“The Financier” [fai′nænsiə]
“The Titan” [taitn]
“The Stoic” [stouik]
“The American Tragedy” [ðiə′merikən ′træʤədi]
Ernest Hemingway [′ə:nist ′hemiŋwei]
The Nobel Prize [ðənou′bel ′praiz]
F. Scott Fitzgerald [′ef  ′skot fits′ʤerəld]
Henry Miller [′henri ′milə]
William Faulkner [′wiljəm ′fo:knə]
Ray Bradbury [′rei ′brædbəri]
“Martian Chronicles” [ma:∫n ′kroniklz]
Isaac Asimov [′aizək ′æziməv]
Kurt Vonnegut [kə:t ′vonəgut]
Robert Heinlein [′robət ′hainlain]
18. THE UK

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is situated on the British Isles. The British Isles consist of two large islands, Great Britain and Ireland, and about five thousand small ones. Their total area is over 244,000 square kilometres. The British Isles are separated from Europe by the English Channel and the Strait of Dover. The islands are washed by the Atlantic Ocean, the North Sea, the Irish Sea.


The UK is made up of four countries: England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. Their capitals are London, Edinburgh, Cardiff and Belfast.


The surface of the British Isles varies very much. It is mainly low-lying meadows and forests, but there are mountains in Scotland and Wales. They are not very high. Ben Nevis in Scotland is the highest peak. It is 1,343 m. high.


There are a lot of rivers in Great Britain but they are not very long. The Severn is the longest river, while the Thames is the deepest and the most important one.


The mountains, the Atlantic Ocean and the warm waters of Gulf Stream influence the climate of the British Isles. It is mild all the year round. It often rains in all seasons and it seldom snows in winter.


The UK is one of the world’s smallest countries. Its population is over 58 million. About 80 % of the population lives in cities.


The UK is a highly developed industrial country. It is one of the largest producers and exporters of machinery, electronics, textile, aircraft and navigation equipment.


The UK is a constitutional monarchy. Officially the head of State is the King or Queen. But the monarchy today has no power. The Queen reigns but doesn’t rule. The country is ruled by the Government with the Prime Minister at the head.


The British Parliament consists of two chambers: the House of Lords and the House of Commons. It is the oldest parliament in the world.

surface [′sə:fis]
поверхность
to vary [′vɛəri]
быть разнообразным 
meadow [′medou]
луг
textile [′tekstail]
текстиль
aircraft [′ɛəkra:ft]
летательные аппараты
equipment [i′kwipmənt]
оборудование
reign [rein]
царить
rule [ru:l]
управлять
Dover [′douvə]
London [′l∧ndən]
Edinburgh [′edinbərə]
Cardiff [′ka:dif]
Belfast [′belfəst]
The Thames [temz]
Questions:
1) Where is the UK situated?

2) What countries does the UK consist of?

3) What are the British Isles washed by?

4) What is the highest mountain on the British Isles?

5) Are there a lot of long and deep rivers in Britain?

6) Why is the climate of the British Isles mild?

7) What is the population of the country?

8) What goods does the UK produce and export?

9) What kind of state is the UK?

10) Who is the head of the country?

11) How many Houses are there in Parliament?

12) The British Parliament is the oldest in the world, isn’t it?

18. THE USA

The United States of America is one of the greatest countries in the world. It is situated on the North American continent and is washed by three oceans: The Pacific, the Atlantic and the Arctic.

The USA only borders on two countries – Canada and Mexico.
This great country has a lot of mountains, rivers, lakes. The main mountains are the Appalachians and the Cordilleras. The longest rivers are the Mississippi and the Missouri.

The climate of the country is very changeable. In the southern part it is subtropical while the northern part has very cold weather in winter.
America has fifty states and one federal District of Columbia where the capital of the country is situated. The capital of the USA is Washington. It stands on the Potomac river in the eastern part of the country.

The main cities are located on the Pacific and Atlantic coasts. New York, the largest city in the country, is situated on Manhattan Island. Other large cities are San Francisco, Los Angeles, Detroit, Chicago, Phoenix and Dallas.

The USA is a country of highly developed industry and agriculture. The main industrial centres are Chicago and Detroit, with their greatest automobile company “General Motors”.

Grain, fruit and vegetables are grown on numerous fields, especially in the South.

The United States of America is a federative republic. The president is the head of the state and executive body. The president and vice-president are elected for a term of four years. The main legislative body is Congress which consists of the Senate and the House of Representatives. Different states have legislative and executive bodies of their own.
to be located [lə′keitid]
быть расположенным
automobile [′o:toməbil]
автомобильный
grain [grein]
зерно
numerous [nju:mərəs] 
многочисленный
executive [ig′zekjutiv]
 
исполнительный
to elect [i′lekt]
избирать
legislative [′leʤislətiv]

законодательный
term [tə:m]
срок
the Pacific [pə′sifik]
the Atlantic [ət′læntik]
the Arctic [a:ktik]
Canada [′kænədə]
Mexico [′meksikou]
the Appalachians [ðiֽæpə′leit∫jən]
the Cordilleras [ðiֽko:di′ljeərəz]
the Mississippi [ðiֽmisi′sipi]
the Missouri [ðimi′zuəri]
the District of Columbia [kə′l∧mbiə]
Washington [′wo∫iŋtən]
the Potomac [pə′toumæk]
New York [nju: ′jo:k]
Manhattan Island [mæn′hætən ′ailənd]
San Francisco [′sænfrən′siskou]
Los Angeles [los′ænʤili:z]
Detroit [′di:troit]
Chicago [∫i′ka:gou]
Phoenix [′fi:niks]
Dallas [′dæləs]
“General Motors” [′ʤenərəl ′moutəz]
Questions:
1) Where is the USA situated?

2) What are the main mountain ranges in the USA?

3) What are the main rivers?

4) Where are the main cities located?

5) Where is the “General Motors” based?

6) Who is the head of the state?

7) How many states are there in the USA?

8) What is the main legislative body of the country?

18. CANADA

Canada is an independent federative state.


It is one of the most developed countries. Canada consists of ten provinces and two territories. It occupies the northern part of  the North American continent and some islands. In size Canada is the second in the world after Russia. Its area is almost 10 million square kilometres.


The capital of Canada is Ottawa, which is situated on the bank of the Ottawa river. It is famous for its beautiful parks. It is also known as the city of bridges.


Canada is very rich in forest, minerals and fur-bearing animals. It holds the first place in the world in the amount of forests. It is rich in many natural resources: metals, oil, natural gas, coal. Canadian industries produce cars, airliners, locomotives, ships, machines, and agricultural equipment.


The most developed industries are mining, chemical, food industries. The country grows wheat, potatoes, vegetables and fruit. Fishing is also one of the well-developed industries.


Canada is an independent federal parliamentary state. The Queen of Great Britain is the official head of the state. The Governor General acts as her representative. Each province has its own government and parliament. Parliament of Canada consists of two houses, the Upper House called the Senate and the Lower House called the House of Commons. The cabinet system of Canada unites the legislative and the executive branches.


Official languages in Canada are English and French. Nearly 60 % of the population speaks English and 27 % speaks French. The rest speaks other languages such as Eskimo, Indian, German, Ukrainian and Italian. 

Canada is a founding member of the United Nations. It has been active in a number of major UN agencies.

fur-bearing [′fə: ′bɛəriŋ]
здесь: пушной
amount [ə′maunt]
количество
upper [′∧pə]
верхний
lower [louə]
нижний
legislative [′leʤislətiv]

законодательный
executive [ig′zekjutiv]
исполнительный
to found [faund]
основывать
major [′meiʤə]
главный, крупный

agency [′eiʤənsi]
агентство, представительство
Ottawa [′otəwə]

Questions:
9) What kind of country is Canada?

10) How many provinces does it consist of?

11) What is the capital of Canada?

12) What is Canada rich in?

13) What are Canada’s prosperous industries?

14) The head of the country is the Governor General, isn’t he?

15) How many provinces are there in Canada?

16) What does Parliament of Canada consist of?

17) What are the official languages of the country?

18. AUSTRALIA


Australia, or the Commonwealth of Australia, as it is officially called, occupies the continent of Australia and the island of Tasmania with a number of small islands round the coast of the continent. It is a highly developed industrial-agrarian country. Its area is about 8 million square kilometres. It is the only state in the world that occupies the territory of a whole continent. 

Australia is one of the most unusual and exotic countries of the world. Such unusual animals as a kangaroo or a koala bear originate from the continent. 

The capital of Australia is Canberra, which became the capital only in 1927. It is a young and comparatively small city. Melbourne is the second largest city in the country. It was the capital of the country till 1927 and now is the centre of Australian business world.

From 1787 to 1867 Australia was a place where criminals were sent from Britain. That is why the official language of Australia is English. Almost one half of Australian territory is occupied by deserts and semi-deserts.


But it is rich in coal, iron ore, bauxite, uranium, lead and many other mineral resources. The most important industries are oil, chemical, ore mining, radioelectronics, and food industry. The country exports agricultural products and raw materials.


The main part of Australia lies in tropics. December, January and February are summer months. Droughts are common there. It is an extremely hot country. There are not many rivers, the largest of them are the Darling and the Murray.

Australia is a constitutional monarchy with the Queen of Great Britain at its head. The Queen is represented by the Governor General, who is appointed by the Australian Government. The main legislative body in the country is Federal Parliament. It consists of the Queen, the Senate and the House of Representatives. The government is headed by the Prime Minister.
exotic [əg′zotik]
экзотический
to originate [ə′riʤineit]
происходить
comparatively [kəm′pærətivli]
сравнительно
criminal [′kriminəl]
преступник
desert [′dezət]
пустыня
bauxite [′bo:ksait]
боксит
uranium [juə′reinjəm]
уран
lead [led]
свинец
raw [ro:]
сырой
drought [′draut]
засуха
to represent [ֽrepri′zent]
представлять
to appoint [ə′point]
назначать
legislative [′leʤislətiv]
законодательный
Australia [os′treiljə]
Tasmania [tæz′meinjə]
kangaroo [ֽkæŋgə′ru:]
koala [ko′a:lə]
Canberra [′kænbərə]
Melbourne [′melbən]
Questions:
1) What is the official name of Australia?

2) Where is it situated?

3) What kind of country is it?

4) What is the capital of Australia?

5) Are summer and winter months the same as in Transdniestria?

6) Are there many rivers in Australia?

7) What is its political system?

19. FOREIGN LANGUAGES IN THE LIFE OF A MODERN MAN

To know foreign languages is absolutely necessary for every educated person. Some people learn languages because they need them in their work, others travel abroad. Besides, there are people for whom studying languages is a hobby. Thousands of people go from one country to another either on business or for pleasure. The knowledge of languages gives them possibility to communicate, to understand and to be understood.


A real professional cannot do without languages, especially English as it is an international language. A modern engineer or even a worker deals with instruments and machines made in other countries. He must be able to read the instructions which are usually written in English. Scientists, diplomats must speak English fluently to make speeches at international conferences, to hold negotiations.


English is the language of politics, science, business, sport, music. 80 % of all information in the world’s computers is in English.


One billion people speak English today. It is the first language in the UK, the USA, Australia, New Zealand. It is one of the official languages in Canada, the Irish Republic, the Republic of South Africa. As a second language it is spoken in more than 60 countries. There are more television broadcasts in English than in any other language. More pop songs are written in English, more films are made in English. It has become an international language.

deal with [di:l wið] 
иметь дело с…
fluently [′flu:əntli]
бойко, быстро
to hold [hould]
здесь: проводить
negotiations [niֽgou∫i′ei∫nz]
переговоры
broadcast [′bro:dka:st]
трансляция, теле- или радиопередача
Questions:

1. Why is it necessary to know foreign languages today?

2. Do only scientists and diplomats need languages?

3. Why is English considered to be an international language?

4. How many people speak English?

5. When did you begin to learn English?

6. What do you do at your English lessons?

7. Is learning languages an easy thing?

8. Have you read any books in English?

9. Have you seen any films in English?

10. Can you speak any other language?

11. What other languages would you like to learn?

12. Why do you learn English?
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